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PAGE 01 DAMASC 02962 11145IZ 
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ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO 10-10 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-02 

INR-07 L-02 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-02 

SS-15 AID-05 OMB-01 /079 W 

025518 

R 111425Z DEC 74 
FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2169 
INFO AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MANAMA 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY SANAA 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
USIA WASHDC 

UNCLAS DAMASCUS 2962 

BEIRUT PASS BAGHDAD 
USIA FOR INA 

EO 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINT, SY, LE, PLO 

SUBJECT: SYRIAN PRESS ON ROCKET ATTACKS IN BEIRUT 

1. SYRIAN PRESS, DECEMBER 11, FOLLOWS PLO LINE IN BOTH 
ARTICLES AND EDITORIALS TO EFFECT THAT GOI IS CULPRIT BEHIND 
ROCKET ATTACKS ON PLO OFFICES IN BEIRUT. 
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2. AL-THAWRA EDITORIAL COMPARES THIS OPERATION WITH THE 
"VERDUN OPERATION" TO ASSASSINATE PLO LEADERS LAST YEAR 
SAYING THAT WHILE LAST YEAR'S ATTACK TOOK PLACE AT 
TIME WHEN ISRAEL WAS ASSURED OF HER PRE-EMINENCE IN 
AREA, CURRENT ATTACK OCCURED AT TIME ISRAEL IN "STATE 
OF PANIC." EDITORIAL POINTS OUT THAT VERDUN OPERATION 
WAS AGAINST INDIVIDUALS AND "INDIVIDUAL LIVES CAN BE 
ENDED, BUT WITH THESE ROCKET ATTACKS ON PALESTINE 
RESEARCH CENTER GOI TRIED TO ASSASSINATE WHAT CANNOT 
BE ASSASSINATED - IDEAS AND IDEOLOGY OF PALESTINIAN 
PEOPLE. EDITOR ALSO NOTES THAT ISRAEL FAILS TO REALIZE 
THAT SUCH ATTACKS INCREASE - NOT DEMINISH - DETERMINATION 
OF PALESTINIANS TO FIGHT ISRAELIS. 

3. AL-BAATH SAYS "SECOND VERDUN OPERATION FAILED". 

EMPHASIS OF ARTICLE IS THAT ROCKET ATTACK WAS ATTEMPT 
PROVOKE TROUBLE BETWEEN PALESTINIANS AND GOL BUT THAT 
SUCH ATTACKS ONLY STRENGTHEN SOLIDARITY BETWEEN TWO PARTIES. 
MURPHY 
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Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, AIR COMBAT OPERATIONS, LIBERATION FRONTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 11 DEC 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
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Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974DAMASC02962 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740359-1021 
From: DAMASCUS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19741244/aaaablwl.tel 

Line Count: 80 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 
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